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Working with
English Texts



• Reading for academic purposes

• Reading strategies (KWL, SQ3R)

Reading

• Differences between Finnish and English

• Signposting

• Tools

Text Structure

Taking notes

Skimming

AI tools



Grab a book!



How do you feel
about reading?

What kinds of strategies are you 
already using for reading 
academic texts?

Do you think you need to improve 
your reading skills?

What kinds of texts are you 
reading, for what purposes?



How is reading for 
academic purposes
different?











When you are reading an 
academic text, you need to be
active, efficient, and critical.



When you are reading an 
academic text, you need to be
active, efficient, and critical.



looking for 
deep 

structure

engaging 
with the text

asking 
questions

seeking to 
understand

Reading actively means:



making the 
most of your 

time

extracting 
meaning

moving 
through difficult 

sections

moving PAST 
difficult 

sections!

Reading efficiently means:



making 
judgments 

about a text

learning to 
ask the right 

questions

Reading critically means:



What are some 
reading strategies 
to try?



K-W-L Strategy

Ogle, D. M. (1986). KWL: A teaching model that 
develops active reading of expository text. The 
reading teacher, 39(6), 564-570.



Know Now
Want to 
Know

Learned

The K-W-L Reading Strategy





Know Now

• apologies are 
complicated

• public figures 
have a strange 
relationship 
with apologies

Want to Know

• what is behind 
the change in 
apology style?

• what are some 
examples of 
non-
apologies?

Learned

• apologies are 
seen as a sign 
of weakness

• apologies are 
connected to 
empathy

The K-W-L Reading Strategy

Source article: Garber, M. (2019). Sorry, not sorry. The Atlantic, (December 2019).



SQ3R Strategy

Robinson, F. P. (1946). Effective study (2nd ed.). New York: 
Harper & Row.



Survey
Question

Read
Recall
Review



Survey
Question

Read
Recall
Review



Survey
Question

Read
Recall
Review

Flip through the text. 

Author? Date? Sections? 

Headings? Lists? 

Visuals? Captions? 

Length?



Survey
Question

Read
Recall
Review

What are you expecting 

to learn from this text? 

Are there questions you 

are trying to answer?



Survey
Question

Read
Recall
Review



Survey
Question

Read
Recall
Review

Do something with the 

information you got out of 

the text. Present, write, 

discuss, test, summarize, 

etc.



Text 
Structure

Source: Mauranen, A. (1992). Reference in Academic Rhetoric: A Contrastive 

Study of Finnish and English Writing



Are Finnish and English academic texts 
different?

Finnish English

General Rhetorical Structure

Information Placement

Text and Meta-text
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Are Finnish and English academic texts 
different?

Finnish English

General Rhetorical Structure

implicit explicit

Information Placement

starts from a distance and makes its 

way to the main point toward the end

starts with important points and

repeats them throughout

Text and Meta-text



Are Finnish and English academic texts 
different?

Finnish English

General Rhetorical Structure

implicit explicit

Information Placement

starts from a distance and makes its 

way to the main point toward the end

starts with important points and

repeats them throughout

Text and Meta-text

Less text about text More text about text



(a non-American perspective)

According to Dirk Siepmann, “German texts, by virtue of their 
digressiveness, are versatile and multi-faceted, whereas Anglo-
Saxon writing is repetitive and colourless. Equally, German text 
structure might be likened metaphorically to that of a ‘staircase’ or 
‘spiral’ leading the writer through even more complex stages of 
reasoning to the conclusion. Viewed from this perspective, English 
academic style will appear like a walk over a perfectly flat country 
with no attempt to venture into mountainous territory.”

Siepmann, Dirk. “Academic Writing and Culture: An Overview of Differences 
Between English, French, and German.” Meta, vol. 51, No. 1, 2006, pp. 131-150.
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Signposting





Signposting

Next, In addition, However,

On the one 
hand,

Firstly,
In 

conclusion,

Indeed, Surprisingly,
In other 
words,

In fact, Put simply, Then again,



Source: Golder, M. (2016). Far Right Parties in Europe. Annual 
Review Of Political Science, 19(1), 477-497. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1146/annurev-polisci-042814-012441 

Although some find that unemployment helps far 
right parties, …



Source: Golder, M. (2016). Far Right Parties in Europe. Annual 
Review Of Political Science, 19(1), 477-497. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1146/annurev-polisci-042814-012441 

Although some find that unemployment helps 
far right parties, …

What comes next?



Source: Golder, M. (2016). Far Right Parties in Europe. Annual 
Review Of Political Science, 19(1), 477-497. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1146/annurev-polisci-042814-012441 

Although some find that unemployment helps 
far right parties, most find that it either has no 
effect or hurts them.



Look for the signposting – it’s 
trying to help!



This procedure does not develop a concept of a blurg, though. 
The term ’blurg’ does not get associated with any way of thinking 
of the three things. We have simply labeled those things as 
’blurg’ without attaching any general meaning to the label. Also, 
even if some procedure like this could assign some concept to an 
application, the concept thereby applies only to the things that we 
have singled out. Yet generally our concepts are not restricted in 
that way. For instance, there are constantly new and previously 
unknown things to which our concept of blue applies – they are 
new blue things. Clearly we did not single them out in setting up 
our concept of blue. So a ’blurg’-like specification of a concept’s 
application would not explain why the concept of blue applies to 
the new things.

Source: Conee, E., & Sider, T. (2005). Riddles of Existence. Oxford: Clarendon Press.
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What about 
taking notes?



(How) Do you take 
notes?

What language do you use?

How do you choose what to write 
down/type?

Do you use the exact words from the 
text/lecture, or your own words?

Do you look at your notes again 
later?



Which is better? Taking 
notes by hand, or by typing 
on a tablet/laptop?



Oppenheimer, D. M., & Mueller, P. A. (2014). The pen is mightier than the keyboard: 

Longhand and laptop note-taking. Psychological Science. 

https://doi.org/10.1037/e502412013-155 

Urry, H. L., Crittle, C., & Floerke, V. 

(2019). Psychological Science. 

https://doi.org/10.31234/osf.io/vqyw6 



You can take notes however 
you like.
But do it in a way that helps you process the information.



Skimming



English texts are 
structured 
predictably. By 
skimming the text, 
you can find the 
information you 
need.



Read only the subheadings so you 
can focus on the information you 
need.

Read only the first sentence (or first 
and last sentences) of each 
paragraph.

Read only the first and last 
paragraphs.

Scan the text for a particular word, or 
words.

Look for bulleted lists or italicized 
words



What about AI tools?



Before you use AI, 
ask yourself two 
questions.



1.Why am I using this tool?

2.What will I do with the output?

Before you use AI, ask yourself:



1.A tool that highlights text (Lex Tutor)

2.ChatGPT

3.NotebookLM

Let’s take a quick look at three AI tools.



L
e
x
 T

u
to

r



ChatGPT queries (YMMV)

• What are the key vocabulary words in the article 
______? Please provide definitions.

• What are the main arguments against the position 
taken in the article ______?

• Please summarize the article ________.

• Write a ten-slide PPT presentation about the article 
_______.



NotebookLM (by Google)

Upload articles or audio sources to NotebookLM. The 
program can:

• Create a study guide

• Write a briefing document

• Plot a timeline

• Generate an FAQ

• Synthesize a podcast episode of two hosts talking 
about the subject (!!!)



1.Why am I using this tool?

2.What will I do with the output?

Before you use AI, ask yourself:



A few take-
home 
messages



Try out a reading method

• K-W-L? SQ3R?

Let English texts tell you how to read them

• Structure & signposting

Take notes! By hand, maybe!

Don’t be afraid to skim

Consider the mindful use of AI tools



Remember: reading is a 
skill and it can be 
improved with practice.



Bridget Palmer – bmwpal@utu.fi

Centre for Language and Communication Studies
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